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Kumiko Hosogoe

Director, International Exchange Promotion Office
Professor, Faculty of Social Welfare
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During my own years as a university student, I became deeply interested in the everyday
experiences of international students living and studying in Japan. I met students from many
countries and regions through fieldwork in their communities. Despite differences in
nationality, language, and cultural background, they respected and supported one another
while sharing the joys and challenges of daily life. The open and inclusive atmosphere they
created left a lasting impression on me and inspired the hope that a similar space might one
day take shape at Iwate Prefectural University.

The establishment of the Global Center in October 2023 marked an important step toward
realizing that aspiration. Although the Center is still developing, its future holds considerable



promise. I hope it will grow through the ideas, relationships, and initiatives of students,
faculty members, staff, and the wider community.

Realizing this potential, however, requires us to recognize that meaningful intercultural
engagement is not always easy. Differences in culture and experience may sometimes lead to
uncertainty, misunderstanding, or conflict. Yet, when approached with openness, curiosity,
and respect, such moments can offer valuable opportunities to reconsider familiar
assumptions and deepen our understanding of both others and us. A university should not only
transmit knowledge but also enable students to learn through encounters with perspectives
different from their own. I hope our campus will provide experiences—both rewarding and
challenging—that contribute to students’ intellectual and personal growth.

The Global Center is not intended only for those who already have an interest in international
exchange. It should be an open and welcoming place where anyone can stop by, discover
something new, and connect with others. I hope that the encounters created here will help
Japanese and international students understand one another more deeply and build lasting
relationships.

Ultimately, we aspire to create a university in which interaction between Japanese and
international students is no longer regarded as exceptional but becomes a natural part of
everyday campus life. When cultural and linguistic diversity is woven into the life of the
university, it enriches the learning and growth of the entire academic community. This is the
future that the Global Center seeks to create.
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Naoko Kuwabara
Deputy Director, International Exchange Promotion Office
Associate Professor, Faculty of Policy Studies
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When you go abroad, things you have always taken for granted in Japan may suddenly come
into question. New perspectives can help you see yourself and your local community in a



different light. The experience of encountering diverse values and engaging in dialogue with
people from different backgrounds will become a valuable asset as you navigate an increasingly
unpredictable world.

At the Faculty of Policy Studies, we offer study programs in Taiwan and Scotland under the
theme of “Building Sustainable Communities in an Era of Population Decline.” Population
decline is not an issue unique to Iwate. In both Taiwan and Scotland, people are working to
revitalize their local communities through creative and innovative approaches while addressing
challenges such as depopulation and declining birthrates, as well as aging populations. Talking
with local students and residents and seeing their efforts firsthand will give you valuable
insights and perspectives for envisioning the future of Iwate.

You do not need to be confident in your language skills. What matters most is your desire to
discover and learn. The Global Center is here to fully support all of you as you take that first
step toward the world.
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Shizuko Angerhofer

Member, International Exchange Promotion Office
Professor, Faculty of Nursing
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The faculty of Nursing has established partnerships with two universities in the United States
and one in the United Kingdom and continues to develop these international relationships
through exchanges such as study tours and video conferences.

We believe that in order to maintain and further develop the strong and friendly relationships
built through the dedication of those who worked to establish these partnerships, it is essential
to respond to the changing needs of students and faculty at both institutions as international
exchange continues to evolve.

Collaboration with the Global Center on a wide range of initiatives will facilitate the sharing of
knowledge and experiences across academic departments through interdisciplinary
communication. We hope that, as international exchange progresses, the entire university will
achieve further development.
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Member, International Exchange Promotion Office
Associate Professor, Faculty of Software and Information Science
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Every year, the Faculty of Software and Information Science and the Graduate School of
Software and Information Science welcome international students from across Asia, Africa,
Europe, North America, and other regions. We also provide our students with opportunities to
study abroad, including IT and business training programs.

To facilitate and further promote international exchange across the university, the Global Center
was established in 2023 as a one-stop support hub, bringing together consultations for
international students, Japanese students, faculty, and staff in one place. During its first two
years, the Center has been used by many members of our university community, and thanks to
the support and cooperation of everyone involved, it has operated successfully as planned.

In particular, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to Ms. Mori, a specialist staff
member at the Global Center, for her dedicated support, including providing thoughtful
consultations in multiple languages.

Moving forward, we will continue to work closely with faculties and administrative units across
the university and further strengthen our one-stop support services. We look forward to
welcoming you to the Global Center.
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Sanae Kumamoto

Member, International Exchange Promotion Office
Associate Professor, Morioka College of Arts and Sciences
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We often hear from visitors to the Global Center that “It is a truly valuable place where we can
learn about different cultures while staying in Iwate.” In fact, learning about other cultures also
gives us an opportunity to better understand our own. The Global Center provides a space where
students from diverse backgrounds, including international students, can connect, come
together, and share their experiences and perspectives. We look forward to welcoming many
more of you to the Center.

As everyone involved with the Center takes on new challenges and looks toward the future, we
believe it is important to consider what we can learn, create, and pass on to the next generation.
The Global Center has the potential to serve as a hub for “new learning,” where each of us can
discover new perspectives and opportunities through our activities and interactions. We
encourage you to make full use of the Center.
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Yoshiyuki Omae

Member, International Exchange Promotion Office
Associate Professor, Miyako Junior College
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“Going out into the world” does not necessarily mean going abroad.

Studying abroad, learning a foreign language, discovering other cultures, or connecting with
international students—any of these can be the first step. Even a small spark of curiosity can
grow into a meaningful experience of international exchange.

So, why not drop by and see us? We look forward to welcoming you!
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Kensuke Emura

Member, International Exchange Promotion Office
Associate Professor, Center for Higher Education Development
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There has never been a time when it has been more important to recognize and respect different
cultures and values and to work together to build a sustainable society. Encountering different
cultures and perspectives during this formative, open-minded stage of life is invaluable.

At Iwate Prefectural University, we provide opportunities for students to interact with
international students on campus. In addition, through our minor program in Global Liberal
Arts Education, we offer study abroad training in the United States, South Korea, China, and
France. We hope that as many students as possible will experience the surprises, discoveries,
learning, and joy that these opportunities can bring.

Experiencing different cultures and values firsthand can allow students to reflect objectively on
themselves and in Japan. Such experiences often serve as a vital starting point—helping
students uncover their own “clues for life” and navigate their future paths.

The faculty and staff of the Global Center are committed to supporting all students as they grow
into globally minded individuals ready to thrive on the world stage.
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Sayaka Mori
Member, International Exchange Promotion Office
International Exchange Specialist
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Since the Global Center opened in October 2023, I have been involved in a wide range of
activities as a member of its staff, including providing advice and support on study abroad
programs, overseas study, and international exchange, as well as educational and daily-life
support for international students and researchers. I have also been involved in planning and
organizing various international exchange events.

The activities of the Global Center have been made possible by the cooperation and support of
many people. I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to everyone
who has supported us.

I hope to continue contributing, even in a small way, to creating a place where people can
deepen their understanding of different cultures and broaden their perspectives. I look forward
to working with everyone to make the Global Center a welcoming place where new connections,
discoveries, and learning can take place.



