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The Iwate International Association celebrated “World Fair Trade Day” on Saturday, May
11th. We held a mini-workshop and filim screening of the movie “Poverty, Inc.”, after which
we discussed a variety of problems revolving around the act of “support”.

In this workshop, in order to easily illustrafe how global income is being distributed
throughout the world, we used 3 bags of potato chips to represent the total sum of global
earnings, and divided them among 5 groups in a manner that would reflect how earnings are
being distributed today. @

| These 5 groups represented the Upper Class, the Upper Middle Class, the Lower Middle
Class, the Working Class, and the Poor. After dividing them up, the Upper Class was
(7 ) possession of ( - )} bags of chips, and the last bag had to be divided among the
remaining ( 7 ) groups. The Poor received little more than a single chip in the end. After
seeing “equality” in this way, you might think that ( T ) to support the impoverished would
be the right thing to do, however, “the way in which we offer support” becomes our next
problem.

We'll use the example that was used in the movie; a large quantity of solar panels was

sent to aid Haiti following the 2010 Haiti Earthquake.@At a glance, one might assume that this

would help support the lives of the people, and perhaps even enrich them. For some people,

however, it did the exact opposite. Namely, the employees of Haiti's largest solar panel
company, Enersa. Their business continuity was threatened as they had no means to compete
with free solar panels. This example shows how “good intentions” can harm people by taking
away their ir}dependence. This story is a long way from Japan, but we're sure that there are
people who can remember similar situations ( ¥ ) the wake of the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami. This could have been our story.

Howevex", we do not mean to say that all support will result ( 7 ) more pain.
Temporary aid will of course be necessary for those ( ¥ ) need following a disaster, but
the appropriate means of supporting them will differ depending on the time, the place, and the
current situation. There may not ( 7 ), but upon learning this, the
first thing we should consider from now on is how the support we are sénding might be used,
and what effect it may have on the people that receive it.

(Iwate International Association, Jwate International Exchange: Friends with the World, “What

should we consider before offering support?”, June-July 2019, p3 £V, —HB&Z)
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#& PET R MLOBEINEDHE

HATH 2B | FERE N B &= PET "R R Il 5
£ E INEE ENE & T (%)
Fe2) Ak FFr2) (L)
2005 95.2 7.5 32.7 53.0 61.7
2006 26. 8 9.2 36.0 54. 4 66. 2
2007 28.3 11.3 39.6 57.2 69. 2
2008 28. 4 16.2 4.6 57.3 77.8
2009 28.7 15.0 43.7 56. 5 77.3
2010 29.7 13. 4 43.1 59.6 72.3
2011 29. 8 18.3 48.1 60. 4 79.6
2012 29.9 22.8 52.7 58.3 90. 4
2013 30.2 22.7 52.9 57.9 91. 4
2014 29.2 24.0 53. 2 56.9
2015 29.3 22.0 51,3 56.3 91.1
2016 29. 8 23.1 52.9 88.8
2017 30.2 23.9 54.1 58.7 92.2
2018 28.2 29.0 57.2 62.6 91. 4
(PET R 1 )b U 9 &7 )V He 3 s S 2 TPET o b L O IR O #0880, < hittpe//www,

petbottle-rec.gr.jp/data/transition.html > & ¥, —&FkZ5)
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