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Promoting Principle 10 at Morioka Junior College 
through the Pyramid of Cultural Perspective. 

Principle 10:     Promoting inter-cultural dialogue and understanding, and the  
“ “unlearning” of intolerance, through education

“I contain multitudes.” Thus spoke Walt Whitman, thus sang Bob Dylan, and so should we all 
whisper regularly to ourselves, about ourselves, and about others.

  Inoculation against an internal infestation of intolerant ideation towards one’s extended brethren 
comes, ideally, with steady doses of novel encounters and diverse acquaintances, yet especially for 
those removed from environs offering and/or encouraging such efficient heterogeneity, routine 
rejection of the fiction that we are well-crafted, consistent cultural creatures can be a potent 
potion. One by one, our individual analyses will show similar-though-different cultural 
concoctions that run the gamut from universal commonalities to subtle clan-unique quirks; to put 
it more bluntly, we are all doing the same things, just in different ways. Moreover, we are, without 
fail, spontaneously inconsistent if not infinitely malleable in our acquiring and shedding of 
espoused values, beliefs, philosophies, preferences and even wholesale identities.

   The Pyramid of Cultural Perspective (PCP) is a 
schema I have found personally handy for imparting 
this notion – not only in getting the general point 
across, but also in behaving as a visual earworm of 
sorts for students. I have found that in discussing 
matters of culture in the classroom, particularly 
those of comparative culture or international issues, 
observations and opinions tend to become “stuck” 
within the judgmental framework of a single static 
strata of culture (e.g. seeing a population – both as a 
whole and as individuals – exclusively in terms of 
their national cultural profile, overgeneralizing aims, 
actions and allegiances). 
 
Of course, it is certainly not rare, and quite often forgivable in the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life, for us to perceive those on the “outside” as one-dimensional caricatures in contrast to the 
more three-dimensional personalities of those similar to ourselves on the “inside”. The PCP works 
to dispel this limited notion, presenting six perspectives in which to approach conversations on 
culture. At the top we have universal culture, where we find mutual threads that bind us as human 
beings (the concept of family, rites of passage, a role for music, etc.), or we can discover greater 
diversity via a more focused cultural perspective lower down the pyramid. 
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A simple schema that nonetheless facilitates cognitive calisthenics and demands mulling over 
multitudes; my hope is that such an intellectual workout in the classroom can train those same 
mental muscles to flex more faithfully in everyday situations, helping us to be more aware of, 
more open to, and more curious to discover the myriad multitudes both close to and far from 
ourselves.
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Research and Development on Survey Methods of 
Maritime Floats and Wastes such as Marine Plastics with 
Citizen Participation

Principle 6:     Encouraging global citizenship through education

Principle 9: A commitment to promoting sustainability through education

Issue Proposer: Iwate Prefectural Office

Research Representative: Professor Kotaro Shibuya (Faculty of Policy Studies)
Research Member: Lecturer Hiroki Tomizawa (Faculty of Software and Information Science)
Research Member: Hideyuki Sasaki (Resources and Recycling Division, Department of 
Environment and Residential Life, Iwate Prefecture)

1. Introduction to Project

In December 2019, Iwate Prefecture formulated the regional plan of removing maritime floats and 
wastes, and promoting specific initiatives. As part of this effort, we tried to understand the current 
situation of maritime floats and wastes along the coastline of Iwate, established an environmental 
education program using marine wastes, and practiced it at elementary schools in the coastal area. 
In addition, we developed a simple information-utilizing system for smartphones which enables 
citizens to survey the status of maritime floats and wastes.  

2. Research Overview

Although implementing countermeasures for marine plastic wastes is an issue on a global scale, 
the current situation of maritime floats and wastes has not been fully figured out. In order to 
improve the status quo by recovering and removing maritime floats and wastes systematically and 
efficiently, it is essential to obtain basic data on the distribution and abundance of coastal drifts. 
However, since the coastline of Iwate Prefecture is long and also shows Rias-style irregularities, a 
lot of man-power, time, and funds are required. This research will develop a low-cost survey 
method for grasping the actual situation of drifts on the coastline of Iwate Prefecture and for 
clarifying the location and quantity of coastal drifts, utilizing smartphones from the cooperation of 
local people. 
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